
“Go Large” with Superchips
No, not a story about how I had a big meal at a fast 
food restaurant but one about my recent experience 
of seeing a 2008 BMW 520d re-mapped by the 
Buckingham based “Superchips”.

Superchips are a company with lots of history; 
back in 1976 an electronics engineer called Peter 
Wales who ran a metal detector company called 
Detection Techniques discovered that the ECU of a 
Mitsubishi Starion race car could be modified for fast 
road use. Wales went on to develop many remapped 
ECUs for a range of turbocharged cars.   

The first remapped ECU chips were sold through 
Detection Techniques from 1983 to 1986, by 1986 all 
they were doing was developing ECU upgrades, and 
in 1989 the company name was changed to the now 
familiar “Superchips”.

Pretty soon Superchips started developing remaps 
for normally aspirated and turbo diesel cars as well 
as the turbocharged petrol cars which had been the 
bulk of their work until then. In 1988 they installed 
a two wheel drive rolling road at the Buckingham 
headquarters in order to be able to test the results of 
remaps on site. 

In 1993 Superchips became involved in volume 
consultancy work which was a big breakthrough for the 
company, “household” tuning names such as Cosworth 
started to use Superchips expertise in mapping and 
relationships such as this continue to this day. The 
emergency services have also been using Superchips 
for “conversions” since 1994, the first work being done 
for a fleet of ambulances!

In 2003 Superchips launched “Bluefin”, this is 
the handheld device still in use today which allows a 
customer to install and uninstall a remap easily and 
conveniently at home.

It’s the Bluefin system that was used on my car, 
however, as I live pretty close to Buckingham I asked if 
I could go along to their headquarters and chat to the 
staff and gather some background information. They 
were more than happy and we arranged a convenient 
time for me to drop in, I say drop in as the whole 
process only takes about an hour to complete, usually 
less for a remote customer.

What normally happens is that you select your 
car make and model on the Superchips web site, pay 
for the Bluefin and wait a couple of days for delivery. 
When the unit arrives all you have to do is plug the 
device into your OBD (on board diagnostics) port and 
follow the on-screen instructions. In most cases the 
Bluefin comes pre-programmed with your remap and 
will install this with the minimum of fuss, if the map 
isn’t available “off the shelf” then you can send the 
original map to Superchips via your PC (the Bluefin 
just plugs in via USB) and they will send a remap from 
their servers. Once you have completed the exercise 

the Bluefin holds the original map thus enabling you to 
switch back at any time should you need to.

In my case, and because I was visiting the HQ 
for the purposes of writing an article Dave Tinsley (a 
Senior Technician at Superchips) said that he would put 
the test car on their rolling road so that I could see the 
before and after figures and see how easy the whole 
process is. 

It didn’t take long for Dave to set the car up 
and do the before measurement, I was a little 
disappointed that it only made 171 of its claimed 177 
bhp as apparently most BMWs make their claimed 
figures, however, I wasn’t at all disappointed with 
the remapped car producing just shy of 200 bhp, but 
more importantly for me was the boost in torque from 
329NM to 395NM. 

A quick note on performance vs. economy; many 
companies offering remaps will quote “10-20% 
improvement in mpg” but Superchips don’t typically do 
this since a customer can be very easily disappointed 
when they don’t get the claimed improvement, this is 
because they get carried away with the extra power 
and no longer drive the car the way that they used to, 
this was what Dominic Meagher (a Sales Manager at 
Superchips) told me whilst we were watching my car 
being worked on. 

I can’t say if the remap had a positive impact 
on fuel economy as I wasn’t able to run the car for 
a prolonged period, however, my initial impressions 
on the performance side were very positive, the car 
certainly felt more brisk on acceleration which was 
very pleasing. 

When a new car is launched Superchips can 
develop a remap in a few days, but this of course 
is only possible where an example of that model is 
available, for this reason Superchips will sometimes 
buy a car just to get access to the map and for 
development, once the remap is developed and tested 
they will sell the car on, I think this demonstrates a 
real commitment to staying up to date with the latest 
developments and is also a demonstration of the 
company’s investment in its future.

I would like to thank Dominic Meagher who 
hosted my visit, Dave Tinsley who did the installation 
and rolling road work and especially to Ian Sandford, 
who has been the MD at Superchips since 1993, for 
allowing me to visit Superchips and see what goes on 
behind the scenes.

If you are interested in having your car remapped 
using Bluefin then you can take a look at the 
Superchips web site here:  http://www.superchips.
co.uk/ or you can call them on 01290 816781.
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